Chapter 9

Agricultural Changes in the Nation’s Breadbasket

Farming in the Midwest in 1800
Most farm work was done by hand using simple iron tools.


Plow – large iron blade that was dragged 

Scythe – a curved knife with a long handle
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             across a field 





  -  used to harvest (cut) grain
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- used to prepare a field for planting
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Farmers worked hard to be self-sufficient

Flail – a tool for beating harvested (cut)               - doing everything for yourself



  grain

_____________________________________________________________________________
Farming in the Midwest in 1900
John Deere invented tools made of steel.  

Reaper – Grain-cutting machine

- sharper and smoother than iron


- invented by Cyrus McCormick


- farmers could plow more easily


- cut the time needed to harvest grain
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Seed Drill – machine pulled by horses

Combine – machine pulled by horses

- planted seeds much faster than by 


- cut and threshed (separated grain
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  hand







   from the plant) all at once
Farming in the Midwest in 2000 and Today

Most farming is done by gasoline-powered machines.
Tractor – Most important farm tool on 

Fertilizers  - Natural products or chemicals
       most farms today





used to make plants grow better
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Pesticides -  Chemicals used to kill insects










and other pests that attack crops
These changes help farmers grow more food on less land.
______________________________________________________
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Years
· 1920/1930 – 2000  Many people gave up farming because they could not make enough money to pay their bills.
· 1800-2000   Running a farm is a lot of hard work.
