
© Teachers’ Curriculum Institute A Case Study in Water Use: The Colorado River 1

P R E V I E W

Can you think of a time when there wasn’t enough of something for everyone who 
wanted some? For example, maybe there were 12 children at a birthday party, but only 
10 balloons. Write two or three sentences to tell what happened.

Draw a picture of your face that shows how you felt.

Write one sentence telling why you felt that way.



R E A D I N G  N O T E S
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Read Section 2 in your book. Draw a simple symbol on the map below to show each 
group of water users. Label each symbol with the name of the group. Then answer the 
questions below the map. 

Was there enough water for all the groups of water users in the Colorado River Basin at 
this time? Why or why not?

If groups had to share the water, how did they do so?
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R E A D I N G  N O T E S

© Teachers’ Curriculum Institute A Case Study in Water Use: The Colorado River 3

Read Section 3 in your book. For each new group of water users, add a simple symbol 
to the map. Label each symbol with the name of the group. Then answer the questions 
below the map. 

Was there enough water for all the groups of water users in the Colorado River Basin at 
this time? Why or why not?

If groups had to share the water, how did they do so?
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R E A D I N G  N O T E S
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Read Sections 4 through 6 in your book. For each new group of water users, add a simple 
symbol to the map. Label each symbol with the name of the group. Then answer the 
questions below the map.

Was there enough water for all the groups of water users in the Colorado River Basin at 
this time? Why or why not?

If groups had to share the water, how did they do so?
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R E A D I N G  N O T E S
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Read Sections 7 through 10 in your book. Then copy all the symbols from your last 
map onto this one. Next, for each new group of water users, add a simple symbol to the 
map. Label each symbol with the name of the group. Then answer the questions below 
the map. 

Was there enough water for all the groups of water users in the Colorado River Basin at 
this time? Why or why not?

If groups had to share the water, how did they do so?
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R E A D I N G  F U R T H E R

Water is a big part of life for the Havasupai people. It helps shape the way they live, work, 
and have fun in the Grand Canyon. Suppose that you move to Supai, Arizona. Answer the 
questions below to identify the ways in which water might affect your life there. 

1. How might water affect how I will live in Supai? 

2. How might water affect how I will work in Supai? 

3. How might water affect how I will have fun in Supai? 

4. What do you think will be the biggest advantage to living with the water in Supai?

5. What do you think will be the biggest challenge in living with the water in Supai?



P R O C E S S I N G
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Each year, more and more people will need water from the Colorado River. As a result, 
it will be a challenge in the future to make sure there is enough water for everyone who 
needs it. 

Design a poster for the Southwest that helps people become more aware of this 
challenge. Your poster design should include these elements:

•	 a	bold,	eye-catching	illustration
•	 one	sentence	that	clearly	states	the	challenge	
•	 one	sentence	that	suggests	what	people	can	do	to	help	meet	the	challenge


