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Homework Tips

Parents role?


- Supervise



- Clarify directions or concepts




- Help them develop self-help skills




- * Don’t ever do it for them – you’ve already completed school, it’s their turn!

Tips on getting homework done:


- schedule a homework time and stick to it


- find an area that is quiet



- at kitchen table (no TV on)



- in bedroom (no radio on)




- may need to be by you, or may want to be completely 




alone, either way works


- child says “I can’t…”



- probably feeling overwhelmed




- remind them they have done it before




- break the work down into smaller chunks at one sitting

Incentives to complete work:


- Beat the Clock – determine how long it would take to do work.  Set a 


timer and have a reward ready if they beat the clock and have 


done it neatly and mostly correct.  (Rewards can be just alone 


time with you!)


- Spinner – write the rewards you are willing to give on a spinner (piece 


of paper, draw a circle, split into parts, use a pencil and a paperclip 

for spinner) and if they finish, they spin for a reward.  Have to 


finish neatly, mostly correct, and without arguments!


- Surprise Reward – put reward on a piece of paper and put into an 


envelope – they get to open when done


- Trade Off – put 10 M&M’s in bowl (or whatever you have).  Every time 

they ask for your help that’s not needed, must give you an M&M.  


They eat what’s left.

Still Refuse to Work (even after incentives)?


- be assertive – you are the parent!


- remind them that this is their job, just like you have a job



- don’t argue with them – that is a way to get out of homework!


- be a broken record - “I know you don’t like it, but you will do your 


homework.” - repeat over and over and over!


- take away privileges for not doing work



- you are giving them a choice and the responsibility to do their 


job


- They will test you!



- don’t make meaningless threats



- be consistent and follow through

How much homework?


- general rule is 10 minutes/night/grade level (counting reading!)



- 3rd grade = 30 minutes


- homework is a review of what’s been taught in the class and follows 


the grade level standards



- if your child doesn’t understand, have them call a friend or 



make a note to ask the teacher in the morning!  If you have 



concerns discuss them with the teacher.

Remember:


Your child may not realize the importance of homework now, but the responsibility, organization skills, practice, and time management skills they learn will pay off in the long run!

“Importance of Reading Nightly” Sheet
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